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Scope

Germ cell differentiation is linked to the
differentiation of the somatic cells of the
gonad. In mammals, testis development is
orchestrated by signals from Sertoli cells,
and any alteration in their
differentiation/proliferation can have
consequences for germ cell
development.

Altered Sertoli cell differentiation during
foetal life has been observed in different
testicular disorders and it has been
hypothesized is the cause of what is
known as testicular dysgenesis
syndrome, which includes alterations like
cryptorchidism, hypospadias, low sperm
counts and testicular germ cell tumours
(TGCTs).

Testicular germ cell tumours are the most
common cancer among men aged 17-45
years in Western industrialized countries.
The existing evidences indicate that the
precursor of almost all testicular germ
cell tumours, the carcinoma in situ cell
(CIS), originate during embryonic
development, likely as result from basic
breakdown of germ line-soma
communication in the embryo. On the
other hand, the rise in the incidence of
TGCT observed in the last 50 years in
developed countries clearly points to
environmental factors, including
endocrine disruptors, as risk factors for
this and other anomalies in the male
reproductive system.

To date, the mechanisms underlying
TGCTs are not known. This workshop will
improve the understanding of normal and
anomalous testis development by
covering germ cell biology and gonadal
development together with research on
gonadal pathologies in general and in
testis germ cell tumours in particular. In
this way we will improve our
understanding of the aetiology of
testicular tumours of germ cells and
present new options for prevention,
diagnosis and management of these
cancers.

Format of the Workshop

The workshop will bring together 17
speakers and a maximum of 50
participants (including speakers). The
scientific programme will start in the
morning of Monday, October 20, and will
end around noon on Wednesday, October
22. Ample time for informal discussion
will be reserved. Participants will be
invited to present a poster.

Venue of the Workshop

The workshop will be held in Baeza, at the
“Sede Antonio Machado”, a XVII
century building turned into a Conference

Centre of the Universidad Internacional
de Andalucia (UNIA). This Seat includes a
recently restored residence, where
participants will be accommodated.
Baeza is a World Historic Heritage town,
renowned for its Renaissance and Gothic
buildings.
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Moénica Bullejos. Departamento de
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Jaén. Jaén, Spain.
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